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THEURSDAY, January 11, 1877. GOVERNOR'S MESSAGEo 
1The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
The roll being called, the following Senators answered to EXECUTIVE OFFICE, .

their names TLAASE L. aur 0 81.
Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Ellis, Ferguson, Hendry, TALLAHASSEE, LA., January 10, 187.4

Howell, Johnson, Long. MeKinnon, McMeekin, Meacham, Or Gentlemen of the Senate and Assembly: 
-man, Osgood, Patterson, Richard, Walker and Walls-18. In bidding you welcome to the Capital I can but congratulate

A quorum present.
-* ?Prayere by the Chaplain,. you, as representatives of the people, upon the peace and good 

MAr. Meacham moved that the reading of the journal be dis- order that prevails throughout the limits of our State. The
-pensed with; change in our State Government was so complete and radical in

Which was agreed to. its character that many persons were apprehensive of a civil 
Mr. Cottrell moved that the journal be approved; commotion as the necessary consequence. Our State has been 
Which was agreed to. ,
Mr. McKinnon moved that Mr. McCaskill be excused from spaired this most deplorable result, and its citizens to-day pre-

attendance on the Senate for to-day; sent an example of obedience to law-and order that may well
Which was agreed to. 'challenge the attention and admiration of our sister States. 
The following message was received from His Excellene My time has been so completely occupied in consideration of r

the Governor: other pressing duties, that I have not given that thorough at-

tention to the reports of the different heads of departments S

which their importance demands. As they will accompany this L
message, however, I trust the Legislature will give to each a 

close scrutiny anld a careful study. 
The people are looking anxiously and hopefully to a reforu. I

in our State Government, and it becomes our duty to see that
'they are not disappointed. The most important question and
the one that more directly affects the imm1ediate prosperity of L
,our State, and welfare of her citizens, is that of

FINANCE AND TAXATION. L

That government will be the most highly esteemed that gives
the greatest protection to individual and industrial enterprises

at the least possible expense to the tax-payer. -Theories may
be formutlated and suggestions accumulated, 'but the simple
truths which have been the basis of nearly all personal success
in business, can be equally well applied to State finances.-
Spend nothing unless absolutely necessary, and pay all bills
when made, or at the earliest possible moment thereafter.-
As to the items of expenditure they may be classed under two
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^ ^general heads: 1st. Those that are constitutional and canInot | .'ore, be 'reasonably inferred that without some considerable re- i:

be limited blv legislation. 2d. Those that are regulated bylaw dgction about $190,000 will be required to meet State ex- ;

and by apl)lpropriations, and are under the control of the Legis- penses when there is no session of the Legislatur., and between'

ture. Under the first head comes those salaries that are fixed :260,000 and $270,000 when a session is held.
bv the Conlstitution and cannot be increasedl or climinishecl by by the Constitution and cannot be increased or diminished - To meet these expenses a tax of seven mills is levied by Sec- 
^legislative enactment l ; which embrace l-tion 32 of Chapter 1976, laws of Florida, providing, above j

G-overnor, Cabinet and Lt.-Governor................ $18,000 ;errors, delinquencies, etc., about $180,000; and the license tax 

Judges ......................................... ,500 which in 1875 produced $47,927, and 1876 only $39,048, thusi 
making, under the present system of taxation, an income of '

Total .................................... $44,500 .^ out O. .rUTotal.$44,500 ~~~~~~~~~~abont $220,000. 1
79W ith the exception of this amount all other items of expen- You at once, gentlemen of the Legislature, see the full im- ;

dtliture are regulated by law and by appropriations, and are eon- port of the problem to be solved. Owing to the great increase'
sequently under the control of the Legislature. Taking the 'of debt and extravagant expenditures created by those who f

past few yIears as a guide, they would approximate the follow- have had possession of the government for the last eight years, 
igB figures: you will be necessitated to examine closely into all appropria- t

Seven State Attorneys, per diem, 939 each.......... $6,573 . tions, and determine where the reductions should be made.

4 ^~F^^Pees of State Attorneys......................... 5,000 That such reductions must be made needs no urgent request _

putingent expenses Supreme Court, including Libra- -af mine to demonstrate. The pruning knife must be used with r
rian and Clerk ............................... 2,500 -a fearless and impartial hand.

Clerks in offices of Capitol....................... 3,000 With the legacy of debt left us by those who have been in

Contingent expenses State, including postage, ex- power, I see no means of a reduction of the rate, for the present

press charges, &c.............................. 2,500 _year, of State taxation, but we must reduce the expenditures to;i

Lunatics . ..................................... 15,000 .such figures as will relieve this most pressing necessity in a very, 

Expenses Penitentiary .......................... 25,000 short time.;!,

Conveying prisoners to Penitentiary .............. 4,000 From the Comptroller's report it is shown that the taxes"

Legislature..................................... 70,000 assessed for 1876, and the licenses to be collected in 1877, willj

Printing and advertising............................ 10,000 -only produce $65,500 (after paying the appropriations necessaryi 
Collecting and assessing revenue ................... 25,000 for the.-expenses of the past year) applicable to the expenses of'

Jurors and witnesses............................. 60,000 1877, and the majorportion of this will probably be absorbed &

Repairs of Capitol, janitor and other items......... 8,000 by legislative expenses of -the 'present session. There will*
^^- thereforei be nothing to pay the expenses of 1877, until the tax

Total ........................................ $236,573 -tobe levied in 1877 be collected, which cannot be before the U
These statements show that $44,500 is necessaryfor payment I *end of the year. I invite your earnest consideration to this 

of constitutional salaries, and about $237,000 have been re- . -fact, as we must never falter in the path of duty until we have ;

quired for payment of expenses which, within certain limits, -placed our State -upon a cash basis.ii

are under the control of the legislative department of the gov- PENITENTIARY. -

ermnent. In 1876, when no Legislative expenses were incurred, ! ,
teieonest. In 1g, we v noegwslative e e were iure, - Every effort should be made -to make the Penitentiary self-
the cost of the government was nearly $190,000. It may, there-, a i o of t o Sae I t t carefulgastaining, as i mn somie of :the other. States. I invite the careful '»

. . ~~~~~~~~~~~~'1 i
i! li



40 41

attention of, the Legislature to this subject, and if no means can think it would be better to allow them to be exchanged, but ;
be devised to that end, I ask the Legislature to allow the Gov- require the Treasurer before doing so to have each piece
ernor, with the consent of a majority of the Cabinet, to lease stamped " reissued " in some proper and distinctive manner, 
the same, or to hire out the prisoners upon such conditions as and endorsed by his signature. An examination of the 
may be deemed most advantageous to the State. books also develops the fact that $39,253 of warrants and cer- ;

The position of Warden, with the salary that attaches to that tificates issued prior to July 1, 1871, have never been paid by
office, is upon a scale entirely disproportionate to our limited the Treasurer. This is an amount greater than the engraved
means. If in the future we find it necessary to have such an warrants unaccounted for, and as they should not be paid by 
officer, I think the salary should be greatly reduced. the Treasurer, if they were received by the Comptroller in 1871 j

UNIFORMITY OF TAXATION. Iin exchange for the engraved warrants, I concur in the 

- ^A pressing necessity exists for some feasible method of hav- recommendation of the Comptroller, that the Legislature pass 
ing property in the same localities and of equal value bear the a law enacting that before any Comptroller's warrants or 

same burthens of taxation. Cases have occurred of lands simi- Treasurer's certificates, issued prior to July 1, 1871, be re-
larly situated, and not varying in value, being assessed at vastly ceived for taxes or Paid by the Treasurer, the same shall be 
different prices. This is an injustice to the taxpayer, and a submitted to a commission, to consist of the Comptroller, 
fraud upon the State. All property should be rated at its full Treasurer and Attorney-General, to examine into their genu-

j^^H i cash value, and thus equalize taxation. If the assessors of taxes ineness.
I e^^^^cannot accomplish this, then other means should be secured LICENSES.

j ^^^^Hlooking to this wise and just result. - As no inconsiderable portion of our revenue is derived from
i^^^^^ER IO W licenses, I suggest that the collection of this tax would be

^^^^^^^, - ENGRAVED COMPTROELER'S -WARRANTS.' X or . 1i *f n<* <
greatly simplified and rendered more certain of collection, if

- It will be seen fom the Comptroller's report that Mr. Gam- the tax on all licenses expired on a certain day to be fixed by
ble, recently Comptroller of this State, received to be ex- law. Thosetaking out licensesbefore that daytopay a proper
changed by him for warrants and certificates of a date prior to pro rata share of the annual license according to the number of
February 18, 1870, and forthose issued in payment of the ex-months intervening between the date of license and the expi-
penses of the session of the Legislature of 1870, the sum of ration of the license year.
$187,283 of engraved warrants. The warrants and certificatesCENSUS AND APPORTIONMENT.

received, canceled and filed as vouchers, show that $148,136
were so received. This leaves $39,087 of engraved warrants The Constitution, Section one, Article thirteen,is asfollows:

not accounted for. I respectfully request that a suitable corn- ' "The Legislature shall in the year one thousand eight hue-
mittee be appointed to thoroughly investigate this matter. dred and seventy-five, and every tenth year thereafter, cause
Certainly some one is responsible for this deficiency, and an enumeration to be made of all the inhabitants of the State,

* ^^Hshould be held to a strict accountability. The Comptroller and they shall then proceed to apportion the representation
suggests that the Legislature prohibit the Treasurer from among the different counties, giving to each county one Rep-
paying out any of these engraved warrants for written war- resentative at large, and one additional to every one thousand
rants, as the Treasurer already has in his custody, of those en- registered voters therein ; but no county shall be entitled to
graved warrants known as Greenback Scrip," an amount more than four Representatives. The Legislature shall, also,
greater than the volume of such scrip shown to be properly after every such enumeration, proceed to fix by law the num-

outstanding by the Comptroller's and Treasurer's books. I ber of Senatros which shall constitute the Senate of Florida,
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Hand which shall never be less than one-fourth, nor more than this expense of jurors and witnesses equals one-thi of the

one-half of the whole number of the Assembly." Such an whole cost of the State government,excludingthat of scessios

enumeration has been made, and the record of the same de- of the Legislature, we cannot fail to appreciate the neessty

posited in the Secretary of the State's office. It is the pre- for a thorough investigation of the subject.

vailing opinion, based upon evidence, that the work in many JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

of the counties was inefficiently performed. Whatever inaccu- Article 9 of the Costittio s aeded, pro-

racies there may be, it rests with the Legislature to consider Setion 15 of Artile 9 of the Costitutio as me justiec, pro-f the

that portion of the Constitution already quoted, which renders vices that the i Governor may appoint tas may jlstical cases

it their duty to fix by law the representation among the dif- peace a ers she ma y deem ne c ssary, and t hat in criminal ases

fqerenlt counlties ,and the number of Senators which shall con-- their powers shall be fixed by law." Section 9, of the same
tiferent counties, and the number of Senators which shall con- Article, gives to the Circuit Court jurisdiction of all criminal

at i ute the ~S~enate of Florida.~ .cases, except such as mail be cognizable by inferior colrts.

LANDS SOLD TO THE STATE FOR TAXES.Section 11, of the same Article, provides that County Judges

Under the provisions of Section 51 of Chapter 1,976, and shall exercise the "criminal jurisdiction of justicesof the

Section 59 of the Statute, the State holds a number of certi- peace." Considering the different parts of the Constitution

ficates of land sold for taxes. What disposition is to be made bearing upon the subject of the Courts, and their criminal

of said lan-is is a questioli requiring the attention of the Leg- jurisdiction, we necessarily conclude that the framers of that

islature. If some steps are not taken, many persons might instrument contemplated that the Legislature should take

refuse to pay their taxes, and still remain in possession of such action as would vest in the justices of the peace that

such lands, and the profits arising from the cultivation thereof, jurisdiction and power in criminal cases which the necessities

while the State would be without the revenue properly arising of the people, considered with reference to society an good

therefrom. I would respectfully suggest the propriety of order, require. If the Legislature will enact such laws as will

passing a law allowing the former owners of said lands, or provide for each county, a tribunal composed of one or more

persons interested therein, until October 1, 1877, to pay the Justices of the Peace, for the speedy trial of persons charged

* original tax with eight per cent. interest from the time it with minor offences against the law, great expense can be

was due, and thus be restored to their titles to said lands; in . saved to the people. Of course every necessary legal protec-

default thereof, for the title to such lands to at once be vested tion should be given to the citizen charged with crime, but, at

in the State, and they be placed upon the same footing as other the same time, it is due to the people that they should not be

*State lands. taxed to pay jail-board and other expenses incident to con-

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. tinned incarceration, when it can be avoided by constitutional

You canhot give too much attention to the subject of the ex- legislation, and without injustice to the prisoner. I shall en-
^^^^1 . ~~~~~~~You camiot give too much attention to the subject of the ex- ^ n aigteapitet fJsie ftePae

penses of criminal prosecutions. In no field is there greater, if levor in making thersons appos have sufficintments of Justiges of thnce Peand abilityce,

so great, need for reform. It will be seenfrom the accompany- to select sucth persons as have sufficient intelligence ofandfi ability

ing report of the Comptroller that the expense of jurors and to perform with satisfaction to all, the duties of the office, as

* ^witnesses for the year 1876 will be at least $60,000, and that in same may b e prescribed b y law. S uch a tribunal would

the years 1874 and 1875 it wvas $50,070.19 and $52,989.68. To not, of course, dispense with the necessity for Justices to ex-
^^^J~ ~~~~~~~the years 18.4 and 1875 it was $50,070.19 and $52,989.68. ercie th usual powe~rs of investigation and commitment.

mention these items is to suggest how earnestly you should ercise the usual powers of investigation and commitment.

take hold of the question and correct the evils attending it, in Considerable expense in the matter of mileage, as well as

so far as legislation can reach them. When we remember that
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otherwise, might be saved by dividing the counties into dis-INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

tricts, and assigning one or more Justices to each District. I invite your attention to the report of the Commissioner of

Some change should be made in the law now existing in re- Lands and Immigration, as well as the report of the Salesman

lation to the attendance upon Court of witnesses in criminal Treasurer of the Internal Improvement Fund, and that of ; 
cases.

I would suggest that paragraph 3, Section 1, Chapter 1, the Board of Trustees through their Secretary. The Commis- En

Thompson's Digest, pages 519-20,be so amended that all wit- sioner presents a very encouraging statement with regard to 

nesses in criminal cases whose testimony sbould be deemed the increase of population in the past few years, and the in- , 

important by the magistrate before -whom an investigation creasing interest manifested by citizens of the States in respect

takes place, should be bound in their personal recognizance to to Florida. The subject of immigration is one of the highest 

appear before the Court where the trial is to take place; and importance, and any measures which will promote an increase 

in default of so doing, that they be subject to attachment and of population should receive your favorable consideration, if

punishment as for contempt. they lie within the measure of your ability. 

As the law now stands they cannot be required to give bail The report of the Salesman shows a considerable increase in l

for their appearance, but their personal bond only. This, i the quantity of land sold during the past year over that of the 

the most numerous class of witnesses, is wholly ineffectual to year previous. This is gratifying as indicating a larger area F
compel their attendance, as in all cases of insolvency the appropriated to settlement and cultivation. As the Internal

judgment upon a forfeiture of their bonds would be worthless Improvement and Swamp Lands are vested by law in the _

to-the State as a compensation for the expense of bringing Board of Trustee;, 'no legislation is needed with respect to the r
them before the Court upon another subpoena. manner of disposing of them, and it is hardly necessary to do

Undler the present practice a witness summoned before more than to call your attention to the reports. Inasmuch,

the grand jury is discharged after they have examined him, however, as the State has at least a reversionary interest in

and if they find a bill against the accused the witness is re- these lands, and in view of the fact that certain attempted sales 

subpoenaed to attend the trial of the case before the Court. by the Trustees have been set aside by the United States Court 

Thus it will be seen that in many cases three subpoenas are is- as illegal, it would be well for the Legislature to look into the

sued instead of one, with the additional mileage of officers, past transactions of the Board, and see if they have in any

costs of writs, copies and service; and in most cases two in- matter transcended or mistaken their authority to the injury

stead of one. It is supposed that the laws on this subject can of the present or prospective interests of the State of Florida.

be so amended or framed as to compel the attendance of wit- ELECTION AND BREGISTRATION LAWS. -

nesses in all criminal cases upon one instead of two or more I f ou 

writs, with a saving to the State of all expense additional to It is confidently believed by a great many of our people

what may be actually necessary. The law should be so framed as that under the present election and registration laws, numbers

torequirethat when awitnessis^once summoned or bound to of persons under twenty-one years of age register and vote,
^^^^^B , ~~~~to require that when a witness is once summoned or bound to Land4- tha abou as mayvt tlattwc ne ifrn

attend a court for the investigation or trial of any criminal that about as many vote at least twie under different
ease, he should not depart the same without leave, under pain -names. If practicable, there should be an entire re-registra- 

^^^^^H~~~~~~case, he should not depart the same without leave, under pain tiono h ea vtr fteSttudrschrgltosa

of being held in contempt. This is so now in cases where in- tion of the legal voters of the State, under such regulations as
formations or indictments have been found, and witnesses to proof of residence and age as may be just and proper.

summoned to attend and testify at the trial. Counties should be divided into election districts, and no man
should be allowed to vote out of the district in which he re-
sides.

\ i~~~~~
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ROADS AND ROAD LAWS. the ballot, a system of free schoo!s has become a means of l
I find great dissatisfaction and complaint as to the coudi- self-preservation. To educate the colored race and fit them to ;

^tion of the roads in many of the counties. Nothing is of exercise the privilege of voting intelligently-to perform all the

greater importance to an agricultural community than good sacred rights of freemen, to enjoy their liberty, to become

roads. The basis of the dissatisfaction is twofold: inatten- wise and good citizens-imposes upon us a task to perform a 
tion to an enforcement of road duties, and the imperfection of responsibility from which we cannot escape. Then let us set r
the present road law. The statutes upon this subject, at least about the work cheerfully. Our public school system, though 

in so far as keeping up the roads is concerned, are compli- a good one in the main, is not without its faults and imperfec- j 
cated and almost impracticable. I recommend the adoption ions, among which may be named a tendency in its practical 
of some simple system or plan by which those subject to road working to draw an undue portion of the funds to the towns 
duty can be made to perform it, and the officers in charge of and more densely populated localities, while the sparsely j

the matter held to a strict accountability. County and Road settled and remote portions of the large counties are deprived „

Commissioners will owe it to their people to give careful at- of the benefits. A plan is now uder consideration which, K k'
, tention to the subject. The material prosperity of many corn- it is believed, will lessen, if not remove, that defect. -

munities,it is believed, will be greatly enhanced by an efficient Other slight changes with a view of lessening the expense e 
is , road system. of operating and increasing the fund for distribution may r

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. be made when it can be done to advantage. But where r
The general dissemination of knowledge is a fundamental there can be no change without crippling or destroying

^ principle in a representative form of government, based upon the efficiency of the system, no change should be attempted

- ;universal suffrage. The sentiment gthat education and other There has been more injustice done by failure to comply with /

privileges are suited to the few and not to the many, is not of and faithfully carry out the provisions of the law than from
this land of freedom, but is of foreign birth and monarchical- any defect of the system itself. Section 13, paragraph 6 of

* parentage. the Common School Law requires the Superintendent of Pub-
The very existence of our republic depends upon the intel- lic Instruction to apportion, annually, the interest on the 

ligence and moral sentiment of those who exercise the right of Common School Fund, and the fund raised by the one mill tax
suffrage. The experience of all civilized nations has demon- authorized by Sections 4 and 5 of Article 8 of the Constitu-

strated that it is cheaper to build school-houses and maintain tion, among the several counties of the State, i n proportion to 

schools, than to build poor-houses and jails and support paupers the number of children residing therein between the ages of
and criminals. Those opposed to free schools, claim that it is four and twenty-one years. General provisions on schools,.
unjust for the tax-payer to furnish means to educate the Section 38, provide that it shall be the duty of the Tax As-

children of the non-tax-payer. Is it a greater hardship to pay sessor of each county, at the time of assessing the taxes of his
tax to establish schools and prevent crime, than to pay a county, to take the census of all the children of the county
greater tax to build penitentiaries and punish criminals? The between the ages of four and twenty-one. It appears from
public free school system is no longer an experiment in those the accompanying report of the Superintendent of Public 
^States where it has long been established and its successful Instruction, that the census has not been taken since 18718.

operation fully demonstrated. The work was begun in 1876, but not completed. The census

Now that a very large constituent element of our population records of twenty-three counties only are found in the office of
is released from bondage and entrusted with the power of the Department.There must have been a large increase of scholastic popula- 

L
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tion since I S73, consequently an apportionlment made on examininlg proposed locations for the College. On the first day 
74,228, the number at that time, is incorlect. of May following the report of the Committee favoring Messrs.

Glieason and Annos' proposed location, the only one submitted,
PEABODY FUND. wras presented to the board. Subsequently the boarl acceptedThe SUmtl of $6,000 has been set apart by Dr. Sears, the saidl location, and established the State Agricultural College at

Agent, and, will be distributed to certain schools named in the EanLi Gallie.
report of the Superintendent, on condition that the schools at Alt Executive Committee was created and authorized by the 7
the endl of the terme, have complied with the establishledl rd- Board to proceed with the erection of suitable buildings car-
quiremenits of the Board of Trustees and General Agent. rying out the design.

This should stimulate the schools thus favored to greater The aCcompanyTing report of General Varnmu, who ic-.d eharge
exertion in order to secure the benefit of this lileral donation, of thde work, shows what progress has been made. 1The tabular statement appended to the report of the Superin I Xould recommend that a Committee be appointed to inves-
telndent, indicates progress in the system betw'een the years of tigate the action of the Board generally, and the matter of the
1870 and 1875; 1876 is not included, but it shows great im- loation especially, to ascertain if the law has been complied
perfections in organization. Dade county has never had a with and the location of the College is healthy, conveniently
school, ante there hae been great irregularities in mainy other aceessible, and as near the centre of the State as possible. r
counlties. 

OIlJO.school, and there have been o're¶ ~~~~~CONCLUSION.
UNIFORMIT'RY OF TEXTr BOOKtS. I have thus presented for consideration some questions of in-

Every experienced teacher knows that a uniformity of text terestto the people. Remember that retrenchment and its neces-
books is necessary to classification, and that classification is sary concomitant, low taxnation, go hand in hand; and with you
essential to satisfactory progress. rests the responsibility of securing this desirable and neces-

A uniform series of text books 'throughout the State is a de-' 5ary res-Llt. The people look to ydu to lighten their burthens
sideratumn which though attained with great difficulty shotldc be at the earliest possible moment, and thus invigorate the gen-
kept constantly in view until finally accomplished. Normal eral prosperity by giving confidence and allowing labor its
schools are indispensable to a complete system of education, but just reward. . You are clothed by them with responsible trusts,
the paramount object should be first to establish common schools and I ean l).but hape you will meet their just expectations. Let
in every county, and put them in good worling order, and then, uS burr the passions of the past, and remembering only that~
if the financial condition of the State will warran-t, establish one we are Floridians, work umitedly for the welfare and prosperi-
or more normal schools. ty of he- entire people. Liberality of sentiment and gener-

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. osity in action, will invite immigration and bring all classes to
realize the falet that we are one people, with one hope and oneSection 12 of an act approvedl Febl rtlary lS, 1870, and 1 destiny. That hope, Florida's prosperity ; that destiny, let us

amended 1872, to establish an Agricultural College, provides endeavor to shape for the common good.
that the Trustees shall, within the time prescribed by Congress,
determine upon the location of the College at some healthy and GeEc . F. DREW, eovernu.
conveniently accessible point,, which location shall be as near Which was read.
the centre of the State as possible. Mr. Cottrell offered the following resolution:

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees held at Tallahassee, Resolved, That the message of the Governor be laid on the
March 7th, 1875, a committee was appointed for the purpose of table for consideration in Committee of the Whole to-morrow,



50 51

and that 250 copies of the message be printed for the use of' Mr. Walls moved the following amendment: 
the Senate in such form as the Committee on Public Printing Resolo-d, That the Comptroller be, and hereby is requested-
may determine. and instructed to report to this Senate the names of all le-

Mr. Meacham moved that 300 copies be printed in sheet faulting Tax Collectors and the amounts of clafalcations, from
form. the admission of the Territory of Floridacls as a State to the pre-

Mr. Durkee suggested to print in pamphlet form; sent year 1877.
Which was agreed to. A message was received from the Goverlnor at the hands of
Mr. Cottrell moved that the Committee on Public Printing his Private Secretary.

supervise the printing of the 300 copies of the Governor's mes- - The following message and accompanying bill were placed
sage. among the orders of the day:

Mr. Barnes offered the following as a substitute: ASSEMBLY HALL,, 
Resolued, Thatthe message of the Governor be laid on the- . TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Janualry, 81,77.

table for consideration to-morrow in Committee of the Whole1 . Ho1.'NOBLE A. HULL,
and that 200 copies thereof be printed for the use of the Sen-- Presilent of the Senate:
ate, in such form as the Committee on Public Printing may dce- SIR: I ami directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate t

termine; that the Assembly has passed Senate bill No. 1:
Which was not accepted. To be entitled on act to Provide for the Collection of State
The vote being taken on the original resolution offered by: Taxes for the Year 1877, and adopted the joint rules reported

Mr. Cottrell, resulted as follows: by the Joint Committee on Rules. 
Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Ellis, Ferguson,. Very respeetfully,

Hendry, Hill, Howell, Johnson, MclKinnon, McMeekin,. WM. FORSYTH BYNUIM,
Meacham, Orman, Patterson, Richard, Walker and clWalls-17.U Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Nays-Messrs. Long, Osgood and Wallace-3S.
Mr. Walls moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. Mr. Wallae offerel the following as an amendment to the
Mr, MeKinnon moved to lay the motion on the table; amendment of Mr. Walls:
Upon which the yeas and nays being called for, were: Resoltued, That the Comptroller furnish to the Senate at an
Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Ellis, Hendry, early day the names of defaulting Tax Collectors and the

Johnson, McKinnon, MeMeekin, Orman, Patterson, Richard amount they are in defalcatibn, since the admission of the
and Walker-12. State into the Union up to the 1st day of January, 1877.

Nays-Messrs. Long, Meacham, Osgood, Wallace and' The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows:
Walls-5. Yeas-Messrs. Hill, Long, Osgood and Wallace-4.

So the motion was agreed to. Nays-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Ellis, Fergusoll,
Mr. Wallace introduced the memorial of L. C. Demilly; Johnson, Lykes, MeKinnon, MelMeekin, Orman, Patterson,
Which, on motion of Mr. Osgood, was referred to the CoErn-- Richard and Walker-13S.

mittee on Claims. So the amendment was rejected.
Under suspension of the rules, Mr. Long asked leave to in- On the adoption of the original resolution the yeas and nays

troduce the following bill: were called for.
A bill to be entitled, An act regulating the fees of The vote was:

County Surveyors in this State. Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell,Ellis, Hencldry, How-
Mr. Meacham moved to refer it to the Committee on Judici-- oll, Johnson, Lykes, MelKinnon, McMeekin, Orman, Pattersou,

ary. Richard and Walker-13.amly.
The following resolution was taken up and read: Nays--Sessrs. Hill, Long, Meacham, Osgood, Wallace and
Resolued, That the Comptroller be requested to furnish the Walls-6.

Senate with a statement, showing the defaulting Collectors of' So the original resolution was adopted.
Revenue, the amounts in default, and the amount of poll tax. Messrs. Walls and Meacham moved that they be permitted to
uncollected for the years 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874 and.. record their votes upon the adoption of the amendment of Mr.
1875. Wallace;

Which was not agreed to.



.53~~~~~~~~~~~~~~a
52 a 

Air. Ferguson moved to adjourn, but gave way to enable the
Committee on mrvece and Elections to rveprt, whose interest and behalf these conspirators nerpdrated these r

C-nite onl Pri<7ileeoes aiid Elections to report. . .-
Thle Cl.Bmmrlittee Ont Privilege~s a~ndl EElections askiedl leave to > crimes against the laws of the State and against the rights of

make the following report: the people of Columbia county; that the testimony further de-
SENATE CHAMBER, velopes that the said Johnson did pay the sum of at least three

TALLAHASSEE, January 10, 1877. j hundred and twenty-five dollars (some of the witnesses say
three hundred and seventy-five dollars) to defray tlie far e of

.-ON. NIOBLE At. llnu, President of th~e Se'nate: voters brouglht from Jacksonville; that there is a voluminous

Sin : -The Comtmittee on1 Privileges and Elections to whombt -~ amount of testimony that fuilly shows that this whole businessire
w, as referred the matter of Francis M. Weeks, Contestant, vs. enacted by these unlawful inspectors was conceived in and '
Ehisha G. Johnsonl, inow deceased, Contestee, for the Senator- carried out with the most unblushing disregard of all law, or-
ship of the Fourteenth District, have carefully and thoroughly der-or decency.
iuvestigated all of the material facts of this contest, and re- 'he Committee are therefore unanimously of the opinion
speetfully beg leave to submit the following report: that the action of these unlawful inspectors at the Colored'

The committee, taking all the points in their regular order, Academy precinct -was so notoriously corrupt and defiant as to
are fully satisfied thatatthe election held on the 3d of November, render their acts as inspectors, and the election held under
1874,in the county of Columbia and State of Florida, that not their so-called authority, wholly null and void, and, there-
only great irregularities were committed, but frauds of the most fore, the whole vote at this said precinct (the Colored Acacde-
glaring and infamous character were perpetrated; especially my) should have been entirely ignored and thrown out It the.
was this the case at the precinct known as the Colored Acad- County Canvassers. r
eny at Lake City, in Columbia county, where it is clearly The Committee find, that according to the canvass by the
showi by a number of witnesses-many of whom are citizens Board of State Canvasses,, there was polled on November
of the highest integrity-that the contestee, Elisha G. John- 3, 1874, for Senator of Fom'teelth District. 1.349 votes and

lo, y apreconcerted conispirac-_': riaearagmnst this by3 ple c c uconspiracy ddle assgembleats this that according to said return Mr. Elisha -. Johnson, the con-
ha-ve LSsemubled, a~nd by this conslspiracy (lid assemble, at this testee in this case, received 109 votes, anld that Mr. Francis
precinxct (the Colored Acadlemy) a large iinmnber of illegal in- M. Weeks, the contestant, received 640 votes, giving to Mr.
ported voters; that the said Johnsozt and his confederates, in Elisha G. Johnson .69 votes majority; but if the vote at the
violation of law, did, one hour before the legal time of opening Colored Academy precinet be ignored and thrown out,rjhich in
of the polls, appoinlt a illegalset of inlspectors ad clerlk, and the judgment of this committee should have been done, then
proceeded to open a poll at the Colored Academy precinct at the whole vote of the county of Colunmba, which constitutes
7 o'clock, A. 3I. insteadl of, and co entrasry to the lawfutlly ap- the the Fourteenth District, would aggreg-ate only 750 votes, of
pointed hour of 8 o'clock, A. M., and in defiance of the legally which the contestant, Weeks, received 6:DO votes, and the con-
ap,,iiitecl inspectors ; and these usurping inspectors did pro- testee, Johnson, received 120 votes, anndleaving to the Eon
veeeJ to hold a so-called election at this the Colored Academy testant, Weeks, a majority of 510 votes, because there
precinct, at Lake City, in Columbia county, on the 3cd of No- contest or .mgt orit o vooter baus t sher |'no

vember, 184, f~r on Congres~an, one Sate Senatrtand tr irregularity charged by either party as to any other.-ember, 1S7i4, for one, Conogressmuanl, oiie State Senator ande tw~o peilti leciti

Assemblym en; that at the said p~recinct there was polled 59 9prcntithdsrc.
votes, of which the said Elisha 0-. Johnson received 586 votes It is also satisfactorily shown by the evidence submitted to

and the said Francis 'i. Weeks received 10 votes. the committee that the contestant, Weeks, has taken nl1 of
It is also clearly shown by the poll lists that at least 45 ille- the egal steps in this eoctest; that is to say, he has complied

gal vt~ wee cas at te Colred Aademyprecict, sme ofin every particular with the law governing contested elections-
thlese parties having voted at the Market House ptecinct in as we find it laid down in Thompson's Digest, and said law as
Lake City, on the samlie day, to wit: on the 3d of November, touhaing contested election,.and expounded by Attorney
1814. General Cocke, and submitted by him to the Senate of Florid'.:

That these proceedings by the said usurping inspectors at on the 25th January, 1875.
this said preeint(t te Colored Academy) was in compliance with * The committee, therefore, conclude that the said Francis
the instructions of the said contestee, Elisha G. Johnson, in M. Weeks, contestant in this case, was fairly elected Senator

from the Fourteenth District on the 34 day of November,
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1874, by tile legally qualified eleceors of said Fourteenth `Ntays-.MIessrs. Hill, Hbwell, Long, Meacham, Richard,

District. 'Walker, Wallace and Walls-8.

Since these proceedings were commenced, the contestee, Soithe Senate adjourned.

Mr. Elisha G. Johnson, has departed this life, and Govarnor

Stearns ordered an election to fill this so-called vacancy, FOUR O'CLOCK, P. M.

wvhich election was held at the general election on the 7th of Tlhe Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

November, 1876, and resltecl in the choice of Mr. George B. :Mr. Meacham moved that Mr. Cottrell take the chair; ;

Ellis, who, in the absence of a decision by' the Senate in the Which was agreed to. 

case contested by Mr. Weeks, is now the sitting member. The roll being called, the 'following Senators answered to 

The committee close their report by recommending the adop- their names: - ' w

tion of the following resolutions:. . Messlrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Dnrkee, Ellis, Ferguson,

Resolved, That Mr. -Francis M. Weeks, having clearly es- Hendry, Eill, Howell, Johnson, Long, Lykes, MeKinnon, Mc- ri

tablished his right to a seat in the Senate- of the State of Meekin, Meacham, Orman, Osgoocl, Patterson, Richard, Wallker ?

Florida from the Fourteenth District, by a clear majority of and Wallaee-21.

the legally qualified electors of the Fourteenth District, that. A quorum present-

he is hereby entitled to the same. Mr. Howell moved that Mr. Sparrow, the Door-keeper, be in-

Resolued, That the seat now occupied by Mr. G. B. Ellis is' definitely excused from attendance in consequence of sickness.

improperly held by him, because there was no vacancy to be - Mr. Henlry moved that the Journal of yesterday be amended

fillecl at the time he was voted for on the day of the general Ias to show that Mr. Sparrow was indefinitely excused on that

election, on the 7th day of November, 1876fi. day.OF H

WHITFIELD WALKLER, Chm'll. ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

W. T. WlbMAN. 'The following resolution, offered by the Chairman on Appro-

It.~ . ROBERT MEACHAM, :priations, was taken up and read:

t l -~~~J. W. HOWELL, Resolved by the Senate, the Asse-mbly concurring, That a com-

!. C. BRANTLEY. nmittee of three from the Senate and five from the Assembly be

Which was read. appointed upon Census:and Apportionment, to report by bill or

hr ye moved to pa tosltpoe utblthseveig rmtedfeetcute, n edsrcigteSaeit
Mr. Lykes moved to lay it on the table. -otherwise the feasibility of re-apportioning the representation

Mr. Meacham moved to postpone until this evening. from the different counties, and redistricting the State into

The Chair ruled that the motion to lay upon the table had, Senatorial Districts.

precedence. The following message from the Assembly was taken up and

Mr. Lykes withdrew his motion. ; read:

Mr. Walls moved that the report of the committee be ASSEMBLY HALL, 

tIdop1tec. TALLAHASSEE, PAA., January 10, 1877.

Mr. Lykes renewed his motion to lay on the table; Hon. NOBLE A. HULL, 1

TJpon which the yeas and nays were called for, and were: President of the Senate:t

*Yeas-Messrs. Durkee, Ferguson, Hendry, Lyles, Megin- SIR: I am directed by. the Assembly to inform the Senate 

non, MeMeelkin, Osgood, Patterson and Richard-9). that the Assembly has appointed Messrs. Walker, Floyd and

Nays -Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Hill, Howell, Alexanler, on part of the. Assembly, to act with a similar com-

Johnson, Long, Meacham, Orman, Walker, Wallace and Walls mittee to examine the offices of the Comptroller of Public Ac-

-19. ;counts and the State Treasurer.

So the Senate refused to lay on the table. . Also: -Appointel Messrs. Knight, McClellan, MeKinme and

Mr. Walker moved that the Senate do now adjourn; ' Jacobs, on part of the Assembly, to act with a committee on

Upol which.the yeas and nays were called, and were: part of the Senate, to visit the Penitentiary and for other pur-

Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Ellis, poses specifiddi in the joint resolution.

Ferguson, Hencldy, Johnson, Lykes, MeXinon, MeMeekin, .Very respectfully,

Orman, Osgoocl and Patterson--14. WM. FORSYTH BYNUM,

Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

L~~~~
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The following joint rseolution was taken ilp and read: Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Howell, Johnson, 
Be it resolved by the Senate anzd Assembly, That a joint com- Long, iMeMeekin, Meacham, Orman, Patterson, Richard,

mittee of seven be appointed (four by the Speaker of the As- Walker, Wallace and Walls-14.
sembly andl three by the President of the Senate) to take into Nays-Mr. Osgood-1.
consideration the apportionment of representation amnong the So the resolution was adclopted. 
different counties, and the number of Senators which shall con- Upon the question of the adoption of the second resolution,
stitnte the Senate of Florida uncler the enumeration of all the the yeas and nays were called for. 
inhabitants of this State made ill the year 1875,as provided for by The vote was: 
Sections No. 1 and 2 of the 13th Article of the Constitution of Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Hlowell, Johnso1n, 
the State of Florida. MeMeekin, Meacham, Orman, Patterson, Richard, Walker,

And was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Wallace and Walls-13. r
Mr. Walls moved to reconsider the vote on the Assembly Nays-Mr. Osgood-l. -

Joint Resolution. So the resolution was adopted.
Mr. MeKinnion mloved to lay on the table; Mr. Meacham moved that Mir. Weeks come forward and le j
Which was not agreecd to. sworn.
The yeas and nays being called, on the motion to reconsiler, Mr. Melliot, moved to adjourn;

the result was as follows: The yeas andcl nays being called for resulted as follows:
Yeas-Messrs. Osgood, Wallace ancl Walls-3. Yeas-Messrs. Barnles, Brantley, Cottrell, Ferguson,' Hel,-
Nays-Messrs. Brlantley, Cottrell, Ellis, Henlry, Johnson, dry, Hill, Johnsoln, Long, MeKinnon, MeMeelin, Patterson, 

Lylkes, McSKinnon, McMeekin, Orman, Patterson, Richard laid Richard anidc Walker-13.
Walker-12. Nays-Messrs. Durkee, Howell, Lykes, Meacham, Oiman,

So the Senate refused to reconsider. Osgood; Wallace and Walls-S.
Senate bill No. 2: So the Senate acdjournecl.
To be entitled an act making appropriations to supply defi 

ciencies in the appropriations for the year 1815, and for defray-. coNFIRMATIOS.1
ing the expenses of State Government for the year 18176,

Was takeni up and read. C. A. Bi-yan, to be Clerk Circuit Court, Leon county.
Mr. Walls moved to postpone fourther consideration of the Charles C. Pearce, to be Collector of Revenue, Leon county.

special order for that time in Committee of the Whole; *. C. Rippey, to be Conllty Juclge, Leon county.
Which was agreed to. 3. Ira G-oire, to be Ass.essor of Revelnue, Levy county. 
Mr. Walls moved to take up the report on Privileges and J. C. MeGrew, to be Collector Revenue, Levry county.

jElections. E. J. Lutterloh, to be Commissioner of Pilotage,Cedar Keys.
The report being read, Mr. Walls moved that the report be I1. H. Linville, W. B. C. Durgee, Charles Knabb, J. H. Pres-

adopted. cott, to be Commissioners of Pilotage, Fernandia.
On which the yeas and nays were called for. James A. Barco, to be Clerk Circuit Cout, Levy cou'ty.
The vote was: H. Porter Jackson, to be Sheriff, Levy county.
Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brautley, Cottrell, Howell, Johnson, W. 3. Dickson, to be County Judge, Lafayette cotnty.

MleMelkin, Meacham, Ormall, Patterson, Richard and Walkler J. L. F. Cottrell, Jr., to be Clerk of the Circuit Court, La-
-11. fayette county.

Nays-Messrs. Osgood and Walls-2. Newton Sapp, to be Sheriff, Lafayette county.
-~ M~Alr. MelKinnon movel that Senators not desiring to vote be Roger Melinnie, to be Assessor Revenue, Lafayette county

excusecl; G. C.Newmans, to be Collector Revenue, Lafayette county.
Which was agreed to, and the report adclopted. Anthony H. Brownell, to be County Judge, Holmes county.
UIpon the question of the adoption of the first resolution, H. E. Hickman, to be Sheriff, Holmes county.

the yeas and nays were called for. W. F. Green, to be Assessor and Collecter, Holmes county.
The vote was: F. B. Smith, to be Assessor and Collector, Balkelr county.

L



5S 59

F. R. Pons, to be Clelk of the Circuit Court, Baker county. ASSEMBLY HALL, John R. Herndon, to be County Judge, Baker county. TALLA , LA., January 12, 177. 
N. C. Herudon, to be Sheriff, Baker county. on. NOBLE .. HULL,
Henry J. Stewart, to be County Judge, Hamilton county. Presidelnt of the Senate: 
D. L. Campbell, to be Collector Revenue, Walton county. SIn: I am directed by the Assembly to inform the Senate
D. H. Thrasher, to be Assessor, Hernando county. the Assembly has passed-
Henly D. Ecldwardcls, to be Collector Revenue, EHernandolat the Assembly has passe- county. Assembly bill No. 1:

REMOVALLS. *To be entitled an act td amend the 2cl, 29th, 35th, 36th, 58th and 1 
Anthony HBwe CotJu Hth sections, and repealing the 53d and 54th sections of an t a

Anthony e. Browllell County Judge, Holmes county. titled an act relating to proceedings before Justices of the
John Neel, f rom offife of Sheriff, Holmes county, eace andjudgments of Justices' Courts, approved February 
D. R. Towllsenl, fiom office of Counlty .Judge, Lafayette ,1875, and respectfullly request the concurrence of the Sen- county. -hrea Cor. M OSYTH BYNUM.eounty. . - palate thereinl. Very respectfully,
Howell Hawlrins, from office of Clerk of Circuit Court, L ta- t w . FOSYTf BYuMly

layette county. Chief Clerk of the Assembly. ; 
Newvton Sapp, firom office of Sheriff; Lafayette county. The following committee on the part of the Senate to act

ithasimilar committee on the part of the Assembly, to es-
ine the offices of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and

e State Treasurer, omitted to be furnished to the printer on
e 10th, was appointed by the President, viz:

Messrs. Brantley and Howell.
A message from the Governer by the hands of his Private

ecretary was received.
FR1APIY, January 12, 1877. ~ (Mr. Cottrell moved that a committee of three be appointed

inform the Assembly that Messrs. Cottrell and MeKinnonThe Senate met pursuant to adjouluene. appointed on the part of the Senate on Joint Enrolling
The hour of 10 o'clockl having arrived, Mr. Meacham moved oamittee.

that Mr. Cottrell take the chair; The President appointed as the committee Messrs. Cottrell,
Which was agreed to. ohnson and Meacham. 
The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to -Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution:

their names l b a h i i reues
Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Durkee, Hendry, Howe Resolved, That the Comptroller be and heis hereby requested
Johnson, Long, Lykes, Me non, Me~eki Meachm, Oitofurnish the Senate the names of all defaulting Collectors ofJohsoodn, Longe Lykes, vMcinnon, Mceeekin, Meacham, Or · vnue and the amount they are in defalcation, from January

man, Osgood, Patterson, Richard, Wallace and Walls-18.A qu~orum present. 1850, to January, 1870.
Prayer by the Chaplain. Mr. Osgood moved its adoption.
Mr. Richard moved that Mr. Weelks come forward and be Mr. Brantley moved to ley the resolution on the table;

qnualified; Upon which the yeas and nays were called for.
Whereupon Mr. Weeks came forward, and was sworn in by The vote was:

Mr. Wallace as Notary Public. Yeas-Messrs. Barnes, Brantley, Cottrell, Hendry, Johnson,
Mr. Barnes movedl that the reading of the journal be dis- ykes, MeKinnon, McMeekin, Orman, Patterson, Richard and

pensed with; eeks-12. M
Which was agreed to. Nays-Messrs. Hill, Howell, Long, Meacham, Osgood, Wal-
The following message from the Assembly was received,e and Walls-7. 

which, with the accompanying bill, was placed among the orders So the motion to lay on the table was carried.
of the day: -The committee appointed to inform the Assembly of the


